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Welcome 
 

Hello, it is odd to see winter images of 

Crossness in a spring edition of the 

newsletter, but now that the breeding season 

is very firmly upon us, it is strange to think 

that this image was taken only two months ago. I have 

to say, the nature reserve looked rather beautiful 

covered in snow and we were fortunate that several 

visitors fought the elements and ventured down to 

Crossness to capture some wonderful photographs 

(see pages 7 and 8). 

Spring has brought in some fantastic sightings, 

including Iceland Gulls, White-fronted Geese and a 

Glaucous Gull (pages 2 and 3). And the beginning of 

April has seen a Red Kite, a Cetti’s Warbler and 

numerous other remarkable species. In fact, as I write 

this in mid-April, 100 bird species have been recorded 

since 1
st
 January. That’s a very impressive list for a site 

such as ours, and in the London Birder’s League 

Table, that puts us in second position behind the 

enormous Beddington STW (see page 6 for further info).  

We picked up a very nice award last month, when we 

were recognised by one local primary school 

(Parkway) for making a significant contribution to the 

development of work-related learning. It was a great 

honour to receive this award from the Bexley EDP and 

wonderful for our work with schools to be recognised. 

You may have seen Crossness in the news in February 

when the BBC news and a number of national 

newspapers covered the water vole story. Twenty-

seven water voles were removed from Crossness 

Sewage Treatment Works to protect them from 

forthcoming development. They were taken to sunny 

Kent for a two-year stint of captive breeding after which 

we should see them, or least their progeny, return for 

release into brand new habitat created for them on the 

reserve. The new receptor sites will be created this 

autumn when the breeding season has finished, and 

should be a welcome addition to the site. 

 

Karen Sutton – Crossness Nature Reserve Manager 
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Wildlife records – Oct-Dec 2008 

Species 
No. 

through-
out quarter 

Peak no.  
recorded 

CES  
number 

captured 

 
Species 

No. 
through-

out quarter 

Peak no.  
recorded 

CES  
number 

captured 

Arctic skua 2 2 0  Lesser black backed gull 5 4 0 

Barn owl 1 1 0  Linnet 12 4 0 

Black headed gull 630 200 0  Little egret 4 1 0 

Black redstart 1 1 0  Little grebe 11 2 0 

Black tailed godwit 14 10 0  Long tailed tit 20 4 16 

Blackbird 23 5 6  Magpie 16 4 0 

Blue tit 41 6 24  Mallard 77 25 0 

Brent geese 10 8 0  Meadow pipit 45 10 0 

Bullfinch 4 4 0  Mediterranean gull 3 1 0 

Canada geese 292 100 0  Mistle Thrush 7 3 0 

Carrion crow 25 8 0  Moorhen 43 5 0 

Chaffinch 72 20 1  Mute swan 24 2 0 

Chiffchaff 11 2 4  Pheasant 1 1 0 

Collared dove 3 3 0  Pied wagtail 13 2 0 

Common sandpiper 9 2 0  Redshank 210 60 4 

Coot 29 4 0  Redstart 1 1 0 

Cormorant 45 24 0  Redwing 7 3 2 

Curlew 8 1 0  Reed bunting 137 12 0 

Dunlin 308 80 20  Ring necked parakeet 12 6 0 

Dunnock 29 4 7  Robin 22 3 9 

Fieldfare 21 15 0  Rock pipit 9 3 0 

Fox 2 1 0  Shelduck 232 55 0 

Gadwall 209 8 0  Short-eared owl 1 1 0 

Goldcrest 19 3 9  Shoveler 190 56 0 

Goldfinch 250 50 2  Siskin 1 1 0 

Great crested grebe 22 5 0  Skylark 13 6 0 

Great spotted woodpecker 8 1 2  Snipe 50 12 1 

Great tit 34 3 20  Song thrush 8 1 7 

Green woodpecker 7 1 0  Sparrowhawk 4 1 1 

Greenfinch 54 5 40  Starling 357 300 0 

Grey heron 10 1 0  Stock dove 1 1 0 

Grey plover 2 1 0  Stonechat 52 5 0 

Grey wagtail 12 2 0  Teal 1343 180 1 

Greylag goose 45 45 0  Tufted duck 8 4 0 

Hawfinch 1 1 0  Water vole 3 2 0 

Herring gull 2 2 0  Wheatear 1 1 0 

Jack snipe 2 1 1  Wigeon 61 50 0 

Jay 3 1 1  Wood pigeon 68 20 0 

Kestrel 26 2 0  Woodcock 1 1 0 

Kingfisher 15 2 1  Wren 27 2 8 

Lapwing 259 65 0      
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Wildlife records – Jan-Mar 2009 

Species 
No. 

through-
out quarter 

Peak no.  
recorded 

CES  
number 

captured 

 
Species 

No. 
through-

out quarter 

Peak no.  
recorded 

CES  
number 

captured 

Barn owl 5 2 0  Linnet 6 6 0 

Black headed gull 1551 300 0  Little egret 3 1 0 

Black redstart 1 1 0  Little grebe 17 2 0 

Black tailed godwit 100 80 0  Long-tailed tit 17 2 11 

Blackbird 22 3 10  Magpie 18 6 0 

Blackcap 1 1 0  Mallard 167 50 0 

Blue tit 39 7 16  Meadow pipit 81 35 0 

Canada geese 74 32 0  Mediterranean gull 2 2 0 

Carrion crow 19 12 0  Moorhen 167 30 0 

Chaffinch 36 10 5  Oystercatcher 35 20 0 

Chiffchaff 6 1 1  Peregrine falcon 9 2 0 

Common buzzard 1 1 0  Pheasant 8 3 0 

Common gull 1 1 0  Pied wagtail 34 19 0 

Common sandpiper 1 1 0  Pochard 2 1 0 

Common snipe 105 25 1  Redshank 516 80 0 

Coot 18 4 0  Redwing 58 28 2 

Cormorant 87 35 0  Reed bunting 13 3 0 

Curlew 11 2 0  Ringed plover 2 1 0 

Dunlin 2156 700 30  Robin 25 2 10 

Dunnock 35 2 22  Rock pipit 4 2 0 

Fieldfare 172 100 0  Ruff 1 1 0 

Fox 3 1 0  Sandpiper 1 1 0 

Gadwall 1629 125 0  Shelduck 490 80 0 

Glaucous gull 1 1 0  Shoveler 781 120 0 

Goldcrest 6 2 4  Skylark 8 4 0 

Goldfinch 79 20 0  Song thrush 8 1 5 

Great crested grebe 7 3 0  Sparrowhawk 10 1 1 

Great spotted woodpecker 3 1 1  Spotted redshank 1 1 0 

Great tit 48 12 24  Starling 80 80 0 

Greater black-backed gull 10 10 0  Stock dove 41 30 0 

Green sandpiper 5 2 0  Stonechat 49 8 0 

Green woodpecker 3 1 0  Teal 3228 360 0 

Greenfinch 33 5 20  Tufted duck 10 3 0 

Grey heron 13 2 0  Turnstone 1 1 0 

Grey wagtail 1 1 0  Water pipit 3 1 0 

Greylag geese 2 2 0  Water rail 5 2 0 

Herring gull 8 6 0  Water vole 1 1 0 

Iceland gull 2 2 0  Weasel  1 1 0 

Jackdaw 8 4 0  Wheatear 12 3 0 

Jack snipe 2 1 0  White-fronted geese 3 3 0 

Jay 2 1 1  Wigeon 105 20 0 

Kestrel 15 2 0  Wood pigeon 33 20 1 

Kingfisher 4 1 0  Woodcock 6 1 0 

Lapwing 1195 200 0  Wren 15 2 4 

Lesser black-backed gull 60 40 0  Yellow legged gull 1 1 0 

���������	�����
�������
������������������������������������������������������	����������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������

��������������������������������	������������������������� ���������������������������������������
���������������	��������	����� ��������!��	��	�"����#����������������������	 
 

When entering your sightings into the log book, please try to provide the number seen as well as the species (eg. 12 Lapwing), 

even if it is an estimate. If a number is not provided, when processing the data I have to assume that there was only 1 of the 

species listed; this gives a less accurate picture of what is actually happening on the ground. Thank you. 



 

Reed cutting event 

 
Group shot – more volunteers arrived later 

Photo by John Flower 

Full of energy at the start of the event  

Photo by David Pressland 

Brian goes to work in the reedbed  

Photo by David Pressland 

Following a very rainy morning which led me to think that nobody would turn up for our volunteer event, I was amazed 

when 16 people volunteered their services on Saturday 17
th
 January for a spot of reed cutting. This was a vast contrast to 

last year when 5 volunteers arrived for our annual reed cutting event. 

With so many people in attendance, we were able to cut and clear two large cells within the reedbed, cut back a lot of 

bramble behind the seating area and also clear some vegetation within the mini-beast area. It was incredible how much 

was achieved in just a few hours with so many hands on deck and I really do need to say a big thank you to the following 

people for giving up their Saturday to help out: Alan Ashby, John Flower, Bernard Leahy, Reg Northam, Dave Pressland, 

Ken Saxby, Karen, Philip and Olivia Smith, Andrew Stotesbury, Roger Taylor, Colin Vousden, Brian, Gary, John and Peter. 

Thank you all so very much.  

Because reedbed is a successional habitat from open water to woodland, management is required to halt or slow the 

drying process and subsequent naturally-occurring succession in order to maintain important reedbed habitat. Our reedbed 

is used as a breeding site for reed buntings, and reed and sedge warblers particularly, but reedbeds also favour bittern, 

Cetti’s and Savi’s warblers, marsh harriers, bearded tits, and they are important pre-migration roosts for hirundines and 

winter roosts for starlings and pied wagtails. In 2004, the Dartford Ringing Group recorded a rare marsh warbler in our reedbed. 

In addition to the bird life supported by this valuable habitat, the Crossness reedbeds also support large numbers of water 

vole and other small mammals, in addition to a vast array of invertebrates including moth species that rely purely on reed 

stems to complete the larval stage of their life cycle. 

Because different wildlife requires different stages of successional reedbed, we aim to manage the habitat in such a way 

that a mosaic of different habitat types are offered. This way, a dense wet reedbed with little leaf litter and high seed 

production is maintained for reed warbler, whereas old reed with a litter layer is also provided for sedge warbler; for 

invertebrates we aim to maintain a certain amount of reed that is not in standing water. With Crossness having the largest 

reedbed in the borough, it is quite an effort to efficiently manage it single-handedly, so I was delighted and incredibly 

grateful to the 16 people who gave up their Saturday morning to help with this arduous task – thank you all so much. 
 

   

John Flower under a mountain  

of reed 

Photo by David Pressland 

David Pressland – the photographer – 

comes out from behind the lens 

Photo by Reg Northam 

Alan Ashby raking reed under a 

vibrant blue sky 

Photo by David Pressland 

Karen and Olivia Smith tackle a 

patch of bramble 

Photo by David Pressland 

 



 
 

Barn owls   

On the 1st January, one lucky birder witnessed 2 barn owls coming to the entrance of 
the nest box having been disturbed by a great spotted woodpecker drumming on the 
pole! What an amazing sight, and what great news to discover that a pair of barn owls 
were using the nest box as a winter roost. Fingers crossed that they will sit tight and 
breed again this year. 

Our owls didn’t breed in 2008 unfortunately, and national monitoring shows that  
distribution and breeding success was very patchy throughout the year. The early 
spring rains of 2008 seem to have affected many breeding attempts, but we are hoping 
that the conditions are right for a breeding attempt this year. 

I shall take this opportunity to remind people that barn owls are a protected species.  
It is not only illegal to kill, injure or take them, or to damage, take or destroy their nest 
or eggs, but it is also unlawful to intentionally or recklessly disturb it while preparing to 
breed or is at a nest with eggs or young, or to disturb its dependent young. Please view 
the barn owls at a respectable distance with binoculars, and feel free to use the foldaway 
chairs stored in the birdhide. The seats have drink-holding facilities in the arms, so why 
not bring a flask and position yourself at the start of the boardwalk, enjoy watching the 
sun go down, and hopefully, see one or both owls emerge to hunt over adjacent fields. 
And don’t forget to record your sightings in the birdhide log book – good luck! 

Some time later – another member of the Friends scheme recorded a barn owl flying 
from the southern marsh to the protected area at 10.51 on a cold February morning, 
and they have been seen several times in March. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Award-winning school visits  

Photo by Brian Aldrich, used with kind permission 

In March, we were awarded a certificate by the Bexley 
Education Business Partnership thanks to the school visits 
provided on Crossness Nature Reserve over the past two 
years. The award recognised Thames Water for making a 
significant contribution to the development of work related 
learning for primary schools in Bexley.  

Lunch and an awards ceremony took place on 20th March 
2009 at the Marriott Hotel in Bexleyheath entitled ‘Celebrating 
Employer Engagement in Bexley’. I was there to collect the 
certificate along with Martin Wagner (Conservation, Access 
and Recreation Manager), John Liddard (Access and  
Recreation Co-ordinator) and Catherine Stock from Parkway 
Primary School who very kindly nominated us. 

It was wonderful to be nominated and to learn that our  
contribution really has helped local primary students. It was 
also inspiring to hear some of the key speakers who were so 
enthusiastic and passionate about the future of young pupils, 
and to hear of the positive influence that businesses like 
ours can make on young people during their school years. 

 

 
Students from Parkway Primary School at Crossness  
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Catherine Stock 
Parkway Primary School, Erith 


