
 

 
  

Future Trend: Planned New Developments 
 

 

Trend de'nition and relevance to DWMP 

In wastewater system planning, the speci'c location of population change is critical, especially where this growth is 
concentrated in large-scale new developments. Identifying and incorporating these developments into DWMP risk 
assessments is essential to ensure suf'cient capacity and headroom to meet future demand. Collaboration with local 
authorities and developers is also important to identify planned growth areas and to align the occupation of new housing 
with the timely delivery of infrastructure upgrades. New developments on brown'eld sites present an opportunity to separate 
and reduce the volume of existing stormwater entering our sewer network. New green'eld developments require careful 
planning to determine whether they should connect to existing assets or be supported by new sewage treatment facilities. 
New developments serviced for wastewater through New Appointments and Variations (NAVs)1 are excluded from 
consideration within the DWMP, except where they contribute additional flows to our existing sewage treatment works. 

 

Trend description, uncertainty and potential impact on our region 
 

 

 

The UK Government’s housing strategy addresses the national shortage through an initiative focused on 
delivering a new generation of ‘new towns’, accommodating new housing developments including schools, 
healthcare facilities, community spaces and public transport connections. In September 2025, 12 locations 
were shortlisted2. Construction is expected to begin before the next general election in 20293 and continue 
through and beyond the DWMP28 planning period (2030-2055). Potential impacts on our region include: 

 

• The Mayor of London has pledged to deliver 880,000 new affordable homes over the next decade4. 
Outside of London, the Oxford-Cambridge Arc Spatial Framework also sets out plans for signi'cant 
housing growth by 20505.  

• Nationally signi'cant infrastructure projects are also expected, including the expansion of Heathrow 
airport (third runway), Gatwick airport (Northern runway) and the Lower Thames Crossing. 
 

• Expected increase in the population due to demographic pressures and a changing economy, although 
the exact timing, scale and location of these changes is less certain. In the short term, these influences 
may be moderate, but they are likely to become more signi'cant in the medium and long term. The same 
developments are also considered in parallel as part of our Water Resources Management Plan (WRMP), 
ensuring consistency across strategic planning. 
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