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In all cases the documents submitted to RAPID contain information that is
commercially confidential. Please ensure that appropriate steps and safeguards are
observed in order to maintain the security and confidentiality of this information. Any
requests made to RAPID or any organisation party by third parties through the
Freedom of Information Act 2000, the Environmental Information Regulations 2004,
or any other applicable legislation requires prior consultation and consent by each of
United Utilities, Severn Trent Water and Thames Water before information is
released as per the requirements under the respective legislations. The content of
this report is draft and relates to material or data which is still in the course of
completion in travel to Gate 2 and should not be relied upon at this early stage of
development.  We continue to develop our thinking and our approach to the issues
raised in the document in preparation for Gate 2.
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The overall habitat requirement for a 10% net gain is very similar for groups 1- 4 with regard to hectarage 

required, with a slightly higher requirement for Goups 2 and 4. Groups 3 and 4 which relates to the 

Cotswold Canal have a noticeable higher requirement compared to Deerhurst Group 1 and 2. As noted 

in Table 2-1, the Deerhurst Pipeline options have approximately 4ha more habitats which are 

categorised as ‘unacceptable losses’ which is a major consideration due to the requirement for a 

bespoke mitigation strategy. The Canal groupings require approximately 20% more woodland creation 

which is likely attributed to the higher abundance of woodland along the route compared to the 

Deerhurst pipeline. The Canal groupings however are not impacting lowland calcareous grassland 

whereas the loss within the Deerhurst groupings require 5ha of enhancement. The Deerhurst groupings 

require more hedgerow creation than the Canal groupings which is likely attributed to the higher number 

of field boundaries being intersected by the Deerhurst pipeline compared to the Canal route. 

Within the current version of the Defra River Metric mitigation/compensation for 10% BNG cannot to be 

calculated for river habitat loss due to errors in the multipliers of the River Metric 2.0 and therefore are 

not included within our assessment. Therefore, a bespoke solution would need to be agreed with the 

regulators; however, version 3.0 is due for release in 2021 and is likely to resolve this issue.  

Availability of land for offsetting per element has been summarised in Annex 1. Where available, the 

location of compensation (offsetting) land has been mapped with an example of this in A1viii. 

For each element, a desk study was undertaken to review any policies or mapped areas in relation to 

land that has been identified as providing opportunities for terrestrial habitat enhancement or creation. 

All terrestrial habitat impacts lie within England, and therefore Welsh strategic opportunities were not 

considered for terrestrial habitats. If an element crossed multiple counties, a review was undertaken in 

each local authority it fell in along with search engine key word searches. These areas can have varying 

names and can be summarised as Biodiversity Opportunity Areas (BOAs) in England. Not all county’s 

and local authorities had relevant policies or maps in relation to BOAs, so they are not necessarily found 

along the entire length of an element. Instead, BOAs were mapped where they fell within the same 

county as an element and were considered in close proximity to provide offsetting. In most cases this 

was between 0-5km from the element, however in some cases more than 5km where BOAs were less 

abundant. The main focus was not on how close the BOAs were to each element but availability within 

the same county or landscape along with variety of habitat types. The main source of BOA information 

used for Gate 1 came from Local Nature Partnerships as these groups usually map at a landscape 

scale for habitat creation and connectivity and provide a high-level assessment of availability of land 

which could be utilised for mitigation. Where the information was available the specific habitat type was 

also noted, such as area for woodland creation, however in some cases such as in Oxfordshire the 

specific habitat type was not available. For all groupings there are enough BOAs to provide the required 

mitigation to achieve a 10% net gain. As the study continues into Gate 2 these specific BOAs will be 

refined and surveyed to identify the optimal areas to focus on. In addition to BOA’s, Local Nature 

Recovery Strategies (LNRS) are being developed by each county, which are currently pilots but will be 

rolled out across the country once the Environment Bill receives royal assent and will form part of the 

Nature Recovery Network. These are local strategies for restoration and several counties have 

commenced these strategies by mapping their most valuable sites and habitats for wildlife alongside 

their priorities for linking up and restoring nature. Where available, these LNRS will be reviewed at Gate 

2, or subsequent Gate, as they come available.   Natural England have also produced a spatial dataset 

that describes the geographic extent and location of Habitat Networks for 18 Priority Habitats1. The data 

includes the locations of various zones identified as suitable for restoration that would provide better 

resilience and connectivity for priority habitats. Therefore, these zones provide opportunities for 

offsetting and net gain in relation to impacts on priority habitats from the proposed components, as well 

 

1 https://magic.defra.gov.uk/magicmap  


























































