
 

 
  

Future Trend: Designation of Additional Bathing Waters 
 

 
 

Trend de'nition and relevance to DWMP 

Designated bathing waters require UK Water companies to limit the number of storm overflow discharges to three per 
bathing season at coastal locations, two at locations where excellent status is already achieved and one spill per season 
at inland river sites where nearby discharges may affect water quality. This may sometimes require the disinfection of 
treated wastewater effluent that could impact bathing waters. An emerging trend is an increase in the number of 
designated bathing waters, as authorities seek to meet growing public interest and demand for ‘wild swimming’. The 
Government is also consulting on proposals to extend protections to cover other water-based recreational activities. 

Until 2025, Thames Water discharges could affect three designated bathing waters: Frensham Ponds in Surrey, 
Wolvercote Mill Stream1 in Oxford and Wallingford in Berkshire. However, there is growing demand from local 
communities for additional bathing water designations across our region, and future legislation may further increase this 
likelihood. Recently the Government has announced the designation of an additional two bathing waters in our region; 
the River Thames at Ham and Kingston (the 'rst designated location in London) and Pangbourne Meadow in Berkshire. 

DWMP28 will address the current and potential bathing waters in the risk assessment stage of the Bathing Water Quality 
Performance Indicator. We will work with partners to de'ne the list of bathing water sites included. The impact on our 
plan is likely to be the requirement for additional treatment processes and further reductions in storm overflow discharges. 

 

Trend description, uncertainty and potential impact on our region 
 

 

 

 

• In February 2026, the UK Government consulted on proposals to designate 13 new bathing water 
sites across England2, two of which are located in the Thames Water region, as outlined above. 
 

• The UK Government has also consulted on reforms to the Bathing Water Regulations 20133, which 
may broaden the scope of public health protections beyond traditional bathing activities to include 
a wider range of water-based recreational activities, including paddleboarding, kayaking, rowing and 
'shing. If implemented, these proposals are likely to further increase the number of waters eligible 
for designated within our region. 
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