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Future Trend: Population Changes

Stage of DWMP used
Trend definition and relevance to DWMP Risk assessment ¥
Plan development v/

Population change across our region is one of the principal risks and uncertainties affecting the DWMP28. Our region
is already one of the most densely populated in the UK and is projected to experience further growth.
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Trend description, uncertainty and potential impact on our region

Population forecasts for Thames Water region 2025 - 2060 o Demographic data provided by Edge Analytics' for Thames Water’s strategic planning considers

o Local Authorities Local Plans, together with other trends in the economy and government policy.
The three scenarios shown in the figure represent a range of potential population futures for our
region — a high estimate, central (most likely) and low estimate. The same dataset is also used to
underpin our Water Resources Management Plan (WRMP), ensuring consistency across strategic
planning.
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e In the central estimate, the region’s population is forecast to increase from 15.6 million to 19.2
million by 2055 (a 23% increase), with growth expected to flatten thereafter to 2060. In the high
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. estimate, population growth could reach 23.4 million by 2055 (a 50% increase).
! , e Population forecasting is highly uncertain and dependent on government policy relating to housing
- and migration, as well as the general health of the UK and regional economy. This uncertainty is
i e o e e~ reflected in the wide range of growth projections, particularly beyond 2035.
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Source: Demographic analysis for Thames Water, Edge Analytics October, 2025

'Source: www.edgeanalytics.co.uk
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